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APOLLO ASSOCIATION. 



Tnrc first Annua] Meeting of tho Apollo Association for the pro- 
motion of the Fine Arts in the United States, was held on Monday 
even in g, the !6th December, 1899. 

At an early hour the Exhibition rooms and the adjoining apart, 
ments were tilled to overflowing, by the members with the Ladies 
of their families ; the large concert-room attached to the building 
was then thrown open, and by half-past seven o'clock, was com- 
pletely filled to the Gallery. 

The President, Dr. Francis, took the chair, and opened the meet- 
jng with the following address : — 

" We are assembled this evening for the purpose of holding the 
anniversary meeting of the Apollo Association. One year has 
now passed since we first met with the view of laving the founda- 
tion of a temple dedicated to the kindred arts of Painting and 
Sculpture. Penult me to congratulate you upon the success which 
has thus far attended our proceedings, and upon the flattering pros- 
pects which pre.-ent themselves to animate our progress.* ***** 
* * * Puring the most prosperous period in the history of our 
great metropolis, such a beginning would have been highly honoura- 
ble to the public spirit of its inhabitants; under the disastrous cir- 
ciimsianres of tho times, it is a> additional evidence to many others, 
that no occurrences can entirely depress the enterprize of our peo- 
ple, or arrest their onward march in improvement. Our countrymen 
have been too often charged with an indifference to all pursuits 
not (ending to the accumulation of wealth, and the augmentation 
.of the material and physical conveniences of life. The career of 
the Apollo Association is destined, I trust, to furnish a satisfactory 
answer to this accusation. The scheme of this Institution most 
felicitously planned, has been thus far no less felicitously exe- 
cuted ; and I here, as one of your members, bear witness to the zeal 
and liberality with which all classes of this community, not to 
mention individuals in remote sections of the Union, have 
come forward with their countenance and their pecuniary contri- 
butions to our aid ; at once from the members of the several liberal 
professions, from the opulent devotees of commerce, and from the 
intelligent and enlightened in almost every avocation of our vari- 



ously occupied population. With the continued exertion of that 
energy which called this Society into being, and was present at 
its organization, it is no presumptous hope to believe that a super- 
structure may be reared surpassing any effort hitherto known in 
this Western hemisphere, for the promotion of the Fine Arts, and 
worthy of the soil which has given birth to a Stuart, a West, a 
Trumbull, and an Alston.* * * * * 

* * From this general support we have ventured to conclude that 
our enterprize is approved, and the Annual Report of the proceed- 
ings of the past year, n-ovv to be submitted to you, will exhibit in 
detail the further grounds unon which we rely for the permanent 
success of the Apollo Association." 

Prosper M. Wetmore, Esq., of the Committee of Management, 
then read the following 



REPORT. 

To the President and Members of the Apollo Association 
for the 'promotion of the Fine Arts in the United 
States , the Committee of Management for the year 
1839 respectfully report : — 

That from the time of their appointment in January last up 
to the present hour, in the performance of the duties prescribed 
by the constitution, they have felt themselves placed in a position 
of great responsibility ; and they have always been aware, that for 
the faithful and careful discharge of those duties they were not 
only accountable to their constituents, but in some measure to the 
public also, and that by the acts of your Committee, the future 
character, extent, and usefulness of the Association would be ma- 
terially affected. 

The Committee, it will be remembered, had no past experience 
to assist them ; and all the information they could derive from the 
reports of similar institutions abroad only proved, that the Com- 
mittee of the Apollo Association had a much more difficult task to 
perform than any other, from the fact that the European associations 
have but one exhibition in the year from which their selections are 
made, while we have had a succession of them from January to 
December. Another difficulty arose from the uncertainty of the 
amount of money which would be at the disposal of the Committee 
in the course of the year, and there was no means by which it 
could be estimated at an early period ; they therefore determined, 
in the spring, to lay aside two thousand dollars for a time, and to 
epend only their subsequent receipts in the purchase of pictures or 
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the payment of expenses. This two thousand dollars remained 
in the treasury at the commencement of the present exhibition. 

In the selection of the works purchased, your Committee very 
early agreed : — that all the artists of the country should be equal- 
ly regarded, without distinction of birth-place or residence ; that 
no painting should be purchased which did not at the time belong 
to the artist ; that original pictures should always have preference, 
but that no rule should be adopted to prohibit the purchase of a 
fine copy from an original painting ; but that copies from prints 
should not in any case be selected. They also agreed to be guided 
by the merit of a painting, as compared with other works by the 
same artist ; by the reasonableness of the price ; and as the ob- 
ject of our institution was to assist artists, your Committee, so far 
as they could, have aided meritorious artists, known to be struggling 
under difficulties. By these principles your Committee have been 
influenced, and in the exercise of them they have distributed your 
funds as broadly and liberally as possible. 

The Committee will here remark, that they have been pre- 
vented from making purchases in some cases by the high prices 
fixed upon works of unquestionable merit, though they are happy 
to say that the instances have been very few in which higher prices 
have been asked, than the paintings were really worth. Other 
works were necessarily passed over, because the subjects were such 
as might not be generally appreciated, and although the Committee 
were aware that they could not hope to please every one's taste, 
into whose possession a painting might ultimately fall, they felt it 
to he their duty to do so as far as it was practicable. Fortunately 
they have had an abundance of works to select from, and could 
have expended with satisfaction treble the amount of the funds 
at their command. 

The works to be distributed amongst the members of the Asso- 
ciation on this occasion are as follows : — 

Title. Artist. Residence. Price. 

No. 1. Landscape. Early Autumn, ) T[ D ht Newburgh, N. Y $250 
characteristic American scenery. J B ' ' ° ' 

Chamber" 01 ' ° f ^ U ' S ' Senate j George Cooke, Washington City. 200 

3. Landscape. View from West) Th Doughty Ne wburgh, N. Y. 200 
Point, looking up the Hudson. ) ° J ' ° ' 

4. Beppo. ~) 

" 'Tis no mistake at all, > J. G. Chapman, Washington City. 175 

That lady is my wife." ) 

5. The Grandfather's Hobby. Chas. B. King, Washington City. 150 

6. A. Magdalen. G. Marsiglia, New York. 150 

7. Child with flowers. ) D a , , Di-i,j.i n i,i, i^n 
,. ,~.| , ,. i, , „ > R. Dtrect, Ph ladelpma. IM 
" On they are all upset. J ' r 
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Tille. Artist. Residence- Price. 

8. Landscape. Contrast of Fire- ) r, TT ,. , , T ,. , „, ir „ 

light and Moonlight. \ L """'ms'on, New York, si 50 

0. The first ship discovered on its J , „ , ,„ ,. _,. .„, 
approach to the American coast. £ J- G. Chapman, Washington City. Jo5 

10. Shipwreck. Joshua Shaw, Philadelphia. 125 

11. Charles 1st, in the studio of ) n ,, , , „ , ,.,, 
Van Dyck. > O. Verbryck, iNewlork, 125 

12. Interior of the Ducal Palace) r . r , , ,. r , . _. , n . 
at Florence. J Or. Couke, A\ ashington City. 12r> 

13. Mallards. J. W. Audubon, New York. .. 100 

M. Interior. Evening. The Hunt- t „ ,, A , „ , ,„,, 

cr's return. J C - Ma V> ^cw "V ork. 100 

15. Cupid asleep. M. J. De Franca, Philadelphia. 100 

16. Still Life. C. B. King, Washington City. 85 

17. Landscape. Morning, Stan-) T A to t\t v , Rn 
wrst, North Wales. ^ J. A. Borron, New A ork. 60 

18. Indian Girl from life. R.M.Sully, Richmond, Va. 50 

19. Genevra. F. S. Agate, New York. 50 

20. Cupid with a Dove. J. G. Leutze, Philadelphia. 50 

21. Landscape. Loch Levin Cas- ) ,, n - i j at a- i so 
,j ' > A. Richardson, iNewlork. 50 

22. A young girl pleading for) 

her condemned lover before the > Stewart Watson, New York. 50 
Doge of Venice. ) 

23. The Cavalier's Adieu. " " " " 50 

24. Ship riding out a gale: Thomas Birch, Philadelphia, 40 

25. Landscape. Evening view in ) j A B N y fe 4Q 
the Bay of Barmouth, North Wales. ) 

26. Winter Scene. J. Birch, Philadelphia. 40 

27. The Remarkable Scholar. C Mayr, New York. 35 
23. The awkward Recruit. " " " 35 

29. The Politicians. J. Hagen, New York. 30 

30. View on the Hudson. A. Richardson, New York. 30 

31. Shipping passing up the Del-) j; Bn . d Philadelphia. 30 
aware river. i 

32. View on the Rhine- A. Richardson, New York. 30 

33. Winter Scene. T. B. Ashton, Philadelphia. 30 

34. Landscape. Italian sunset. E. C Coates, New York. 25 

35. The headless horseman of ) j . D.O.Browere, New York. 20 
Sleepy Hollow. J 

36. Three regular old bruisers. J. H. Beard, Cincinnati. 20 



Account of Monies received by B. Nathan, Recording Secretary oj the Apollo 
Association, from January ICiA to December IGlh, 1839. 

Received from 15 subscribers, $10 each, i : $ 150 

"• " 799 " 5 each, 3995 

Paid to F. W. Edmonds, Treasurer, - . $4145 



Monies received and paid out by F. W. Edmonds, Treasurer of the Apollo- 
Association,. 



Received of Secretary, at sun- 
dry times, between 17th 
January, and 21st Dec. 
1839, - - - ©4,145 00 

Received Nov. 2,1839, of New 
York Life Ins. and Trust 
Comp. for cash deposited 
22d Feb. last, - 

Received Nov. 2,1839, ofNew 
York Life and Trust, Co- 
as interest on above, 



■ 2,000 00 
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£6,200 78 



Paid sundry bills by order of 
Committee, for Printing, 
Advertising, Catalogues, 
&c. &c. &c. - - - $204 85 

Deposited Feb. 22d, 1839, in 

Life and Trust Company, 2,000 00 

Paid by order of Committee, 

for Pictures purchased, - 3,085 00 

•Paid to Jas. Herring, for com- 
mutation by order of Com- 
mittee, - - - - 

Discount on uncurrent money 

Balance on hand, Dec. 21st, 
1839, .... 



814 00 
10 43 



8G50 



$6,200 78 



In relation to the expenses which have been borne by the Com- 
mittee, they think it proper on this occasion to state particulars. 
Tlie„rent of the Gallery, and all expenses attending the exhibitions, 
have always rested on the personal responsibility of the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Mr. Herring, who depended on the receipts 
from visiters for his remuneration. If these receipts had been as 
ample as the exhibitions merited, no aid from the Association Nvould 
have been required, notwithstanding eight hundred families had 
free access through the year. But the recepts did not cover the 
expenses, and it was a mere act of justice to the individual who 
was devoting, his time and unremitting efforts to the cause of the 
Arts, and constantly encountering large expenses in bringing to- 
gether the works of our Artists from all sections of this vast coun- 
try, and in conducting the exhibitions, that your Committee should 
make some provision for his relief. This they were authorized to 
do by the second article of the Constitution. In doing this they 
made an appropriation in proportion to the receipts, without divert- 
ing an indefinite sum from the purchase of works of art. They 
agreed to allow to Mr. Herring one dollar for every subscriber, 
whose money was received. This appropriation, after all, we are 
sorry to report, has not made up the deficiency of the receipts to 
meet the expenses of the year. The other expenses which have 
been defrayed by the Committee have been chiefly such as attend- 
ed the organization and general meetings of the Association. 

The Committee were authorized to have an engraving made, 
and they had the subject repeatedly under consideration, but were 
unable to unite in the selection of a subject, and they were of the 
opinion that it would be the safer course to defer a decision until 
the voice of the whole body could be heard at the Annual Meet- 
ing. 

In reviewing the operations of the Association for the past year, 



10 

we have arrived at the conclusion, that the result of the experi- 
ment has been thus far successful. The exhibitions, on the con- 
trary, have failed to be profitable, owing, as we believe, to those 
general causes which have operated with such unexampled severity 
on our community during a large portion of the vear. How long 
this pressure, which we all feel and understand, is to continue we 
know not, but this we are sure of, that the noble cause in which 
we are engaged, the progress we have made, and the advantages 
we have secured to the Artists of the whole country, have render- 
ed our Institution universally popular, and we believe that with 
united and persevering efforts it will not only retain its ground, 
but that it must eventually triumph over ail difficulties, and in a few 
years become a great and prominent object of interest to the whole 
country. 

Your Committee have always regarded this first annual meeting, 
which is to be attended with the distribution of the works of Art 
purchased by the funds of the Association, as the beginning of its 
true life ; it rests with the members of that body to determine on 
this occasion whether it here begins or terminates. Your Commit- 
tee believe that its objects and advantoges are too important to be 
abandoned when the experiment has only commenced, and believ- 
ing this will be the decision of the members, they hnve taken mea- 
sures to give to the Association a permanent character, by giving 
notice, according to law, that at the next meeting of the Legislature, 
application will be made for an act of incorporation. The exhi- 
bitions in future must be kept up on the responsibility of the Insti- 
tution. Some alterations to the constitution will be necessary to 
adapt it to the proposed change in the organization of the Associ- 
ation, as well as to provide for the gradual acquisition by it of a 
property in works of Art, for the cultivation of a pure taste, and 
general diffusion of knowledge on the subjects which it aims to 
promote. By economy, perseverance, and a united determination 
to render our Institution useful to the Artists, and an agreeable 
and instructive place of resort to the public, we can in time carry 
out our plan to any extent we please. It is true we have fallen 
on an evil time, a time altogether unsuitable, and unpromising. 
At such a time we should not have thought of entering upon the 
experiment. But we have already planted our standard, we have 
acquired a name, and reputation, and standing, which ought not 
to be abandoned. We have called upon the Artists to sustain us, 
and they have done so ; and at a time of general pressure, when they 
most need the aid of such an Institution, we should not abandon 
them. To hesitate for a time now in our career would be to give up 
more than twenty years can recover. The confidence of the Artists 
and of the public could not be revived, until the recollection of our 
want of confidence in ourselves was forgotten. Our conclusion there- 
fore is, that it will be better for all parties that we continue our or- 
ganization and efforts, provide a place for the deposite and sale of 
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works of art, and continue our exhibitions, even if we cannot for a 
year to come purchase a single work for ourselves. The gloom and 
depression of the present inauspicious period will pass away, bright 
and happy times will return, and then will our Institution become 
one of the most interesting and important in the State, and alike 
honorable to its founders, our city, and our country. With this ex- 
pression of our opinion, your Committee beg leave to close their 
first Annual Report. 

On motion of E. H. Ludlow, Esq., the Report of the Committee 
of Management was accepted, and their proceedings approved. 
A. Benedict, Esq., then offered the following resolutions: — 

Resolved, That the success which has attended the efforts of this Association 
during the past year, gives the best encouragement for perseverance ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we will not hesitate in our course, but will press forward to 
the full accomplishment of the objects contemplated in the report of the Com- 
mittee, the establishment of a permanent Institution for the encouragement of 
the Fine Aits, and the gradual acquisition of a property in works of £rt, for the 
cultivation of a pure taste, that the productions of genius in our own country 
may be justly appreciated. 

Mr. Benedict, in support-of these resolutions, offered the follow- 
ing remarks : — 

Mr. President: — I avail m}'self of the opportunity presented, 
in offering the resolutions which I have read, briefly to say, — That 
the Report of the Committee which we have just heard, embracing 
the history of the first years' existence of this Association, cannot 
but be gratifying to its friends, in showing, at least, how prosperous- 
ly, thus far, the work has been begun. And if the past affords any 
promise or ground of hope for the future, it goes far, very far, to 
brand with falsehood the assertion, — that no Association, having 
for its object the promotion and encouragement of the Fine Arts, — 
the liberal ends embraced in this, — can live in any great commercial 
community. And in connection with the fact, that in such a com- 
munity, what has already been done, has been done during a pe- 
riod which, in a pecuniary point of view, has been with all a conti- 
nual struggle for self-preservation, — with thousands, a scramble for 
bread, — its progress and success is certainly without a parallel here, 
if not elsewhere. 

The Report of the Committee referred to, also informs us of the 
manner in which the funds so far realized have been appropriated, 
and that they have been distributed in accordance with the original 
design of the Institution, not in the purchase of pictures of Ameri- 
can Artists alone, but of resident Artists in the United States, with- 
out reference to the place of their nativity or previous residence; 
and though not designed to be distributed even by the purchase of 
pictures with a charitable view, yet it is gratifying to our feelings 
of sympathy to know, if even in a single instance we have been the 
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means of sending a cordial to the studio of the poor, sick artist, 
or some of the comforts of life to his destitute home, even for a 
little time. Yes, if we have done no more than simply to cheer 
and encourage him in his struggle against the drifting current of 
adversity, and perchance aid him to escape from the varied ruin, 
which even honest penury and want too often bring in their train 
— ruin, hallowed though rt be, by the lights of Genius that burn 
around it. 

The Apollo Association, having accomplished so much under such 
adverse circumstances, and drawn from a community, excited to 
the last degree with the commercial distress which has fallen upon 
it, nearly a thousand members to its support, — after having laid so 
good a foundation for its future usefulness and permanent support, 
with proper guidance and direction, must succeed, unless its present 
associates and the friends of the Fine Arts thoroughout file United 
States, shall by their future neglect say — " Thus far shalt thou go 
and no farther." 

The Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Mk. .Herring, said, that he was 
about to offer a Resolution arising from the experience of the past 
year. His position in the Association had brought him in contact 
with many gentlemen, who were friends of the general objects of 
the Association, and willing to contribute to the fund for the 
purchase of the works of American Artists, and for the support of 
a gallery to which they and their families might resort, but who 
were so decidedly opposed to the distribution of the works purchas- 
ed by their proportion of the funds, that they had declined becom- 
ing members, until some arrangement could be made by which 
their contributions to the general fund could be disposed of in 
some other way. The object of the Resolution which he proposed 
was, not to alter the plan of the present constitution, but to give 
authority to the Committee to receive subscriptions for the pur- 
chase of works of Art, which are not to be distributed by lot, but to 
be retained as the property of the Association, and form the nu- 
cleus of a permanent Gallery of the works of American Artists. 
From Maine to the Mississippi no such Gallery exists, nor, as far 
as the speaker was informed, had such a Gallery ever been project- 
ed. The great Emporium of the commerce, the enterprise, and the 
wealth of this vast country, is the proper place for the establish- 
ment of a National Gallery. The citizens of New York, the citi- 
zens of the Union — cannot be indifferent to the proposition. Once 
let such an institution be placed upon a permanent basis, and it 
will become an object of interest, of regard and of honest pride to 
■every American, whether at homo or abroad, and they will point 
to it as an evidence that the genius and talents of our Artists are 
worthy of our admiration, and that we, republicans as we are, 
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know how to appreciate them. Mr. Herring then offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted. 

"Resolved, That the members of the Association be requested to make known 
at the time of making their subscriptions in future, whether their contribution 
. to the general fund shall be appropriated to the purchase of works of Art for 
distribution by lot, or for a permanent Gallery of American Artists as contem- 
plated in the report of the Committee. 

On motion of General W. L. Morris, a Committee was appoint- 
ed to nominate Officers, and a Committee of Management for the en- 
suingyearl The chair appointed on the Committee, Messrs. A. R. 
Thompson, A. Warner, and M. M. Hendricks. The Committee 
reported the following ticket, which was unanimously accepted and 
adopted : — 

JOHN W. FRANCIS, M. D., President. 
JAMES H. GOURLIE, Recording Secretary. 
JAMES HERRING, Corresponding Secretary. 
GEORGE BRUCE, Treasurer. 

Committee of Management, 

AUGUSTUS GREELE. JOHN P. NESMITH. 

PROSPER M. WETMORE. JOHN R. MURRAY. 

JOHN H. AUSTEN. DANIEL ELLIOT. 

JOHN P. RIDNER. P. R. BRINCKERHOFF. 

THOMAS N. CAMPBELL. PAUL SPOFFORD. 

BENJAMIN NATHAN. JOSEPH N. PERKINS. 

ELEAZER PARMLY. WILLIAM L. MORRIS. 
D. A. COMSTOCK. 

On motion of E. H. Ludlow, Esq., it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Management be instructed to use the neces- 
sary means to obtain a charter of incorporation for the Apollo Association, 
and to make such arrangements for conducting the Exhibitions in future, as to 
them shall appear most conducive to the usefulness and welfare of the institu- 
tion. 

The distribution of the thirty-six paintings purchased for the 
Association was then made in the following manner. Eight hun- 
dred and twenty-nine tickets with the names of the shareholders 
were placed in a box. Thirty-six numbered tickets were tben 
placed in another box, and Dr. A. G. Smith, and E. II. Ludlow, 
Esq., were appointed tellers. The numbers and names were then 
drawn forth in f.he following order : — 

No. 34. Landscape, by Coates. — Oscar Coles. 

15. Indian Girl, by Sully.— H. H. Schieffelin. 

16. Still Life, by King.— Albert Christie. 
26. Winter Scene, by Birch. — J. C. Bergh. 

7. Child with Flowers, by Street. — S. M. Chester. 
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4. Beppo, by Chapman. — Capt. C. Seymour. 

10. Shipwreck, by Shaw. — Jacob Cram. 

15. Cupid asleep, by De Franca. — Simeon Baldwin. 

21. Loch Levin, by Richardson. — W. D. Robinson. 
33. Winter Scene, by Ashton. — Peter Stuyvesant. 

1. Landscape, by Doughty. — L. Rawdon. 

8. Landscape, by Huntington. — Rev. Dr. Milnor. 

30. View on the Hudson, by Richardson. — Geo. Lovett. 

2. U. S. Senate Chamber, by Geo. Cooke. — James Herring. 
6. Magdalen, by Marsiglia. — E. Kittletas. 

17. Landscape, by Borron. — S. N. Burrill. 

20. Cupid with a Dove, by Leutze. — Charles Miles. 

3. West Point, by Doughty. — Isaac Ford. 

28. Awkward Recruit, by Mayr. — David Nevins. 

9. First ship, by Chapman. — Philo T. Ruggles. 
14. Interior, by Mayr. — J. J. Henry. 

12. Ducal Palace at Florence, by Geo. Cooke. — William Cul- 
len Bryant. 

5. Grandfather's Hobby, by King. — Joseph J. West. 

13. Mallards, bv Audubon — Eliiah Paine. 

29. Politicians, by Hagen. — J. R. St. John. 

27. Remarkable Scholar, by Mayr. — Wtn. Kcmble. 
32. View on the Rhine, by Richardson. — J. B. Moreau. 

35. The Headless Horseman of Sleepy Hollow, by Browere. 
— Daniel Ayres. 

25. Landscape, by Borron. — J. P. Bunting. 

19. Genevra, by F. S. Agate.— Alban Gold Smith, M. D. 

36. Three Old Bruisers, by J. H. Beard.— J. A. Dorr. 

24. Ship riding out a gale, by T. Birch. — Prosper M. Wet- 
more. 

31. Shipping passing up the Delaware, by T. Birch. — Arche- 
laus G. Smith, M. D. 

23. Cavalier's Adieu, by Stewart Watson. — G. C. Crook. 

22. Doge of Venice, by Stewart Watson. — J. Shewn.rd. 

11. Charles 1st in the Studio of Van Dyck, by C. Verbryck. — 
A. Averill. 



NOTICE. 

The arrangements made and in preparation for the exhibitions 
of the ensuing year, are predicated on the belief that the subscribers 
of the past year will continue to sustain the Institution which they 
have founded. The tickets for the members are now ready at the 
Gallery. Subscribers during the past year, who do not signify in 
writing their intention to withdraw from the Association, will be 
considered as members for the present year. 

January 13lk, 1840. 



